Saturation limit of pure lysozyme solutions
To estimate the saturation limit of lysozyme LZ S at the pH of 7.8 used in our experiments we exploit the data obtained by Retailleau et al, who determined LZ S as a function of pH and salt concentration for 3.3 ≤ pH ≤ 8.7 and 0 ≤ c NaCl ≤ 1.2. at c NaCl = 400 mM, and LZ S = 8.8 g l -1 at c NaCl = 500 mM. ). This demonstrates that the presence of α-lactalbumin hardly affects the saturation limit of 30 lysozyme and that at these salt concentrations the crystallization process is complete after an equilibration time 2 months. By contrast, for c NaCl ≤ 300 mM , mix sn LZ c significantly exceeds LZ S for both, the mixtures and the pure lysozyme systems. This indicates that the crystallization process is strongly delayed at these 35 conditions, consistent with previous work reporting that the rate of lysozyme crystallization decreases with decreasing NaClconcentration and supersaturation. 
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